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Bic2H 2022 FE+ RN EMHFNEREMR A M - TETHEXRR LA DAC ZEE
S AR SBITERME (RSB EIEFHIE) (From the Society of the Spectacle to the
Consciousness Industry) - YWFESILBTEMH/OMNZEBEFRAEFIR - BUEERREA
ERERENREY) > EREFRZHEL TN RE  BAZZERMAURAEITEE -
N A BHRFTEBURL A Z L BV BETRIS 7T - BRI EMfiRTEAR TEEE Q1 B YouTube A
B TFinERERMLRS (REMSEG  RESREMR) (Pizzagate: From Rumor to
Delusion) - B3 8 2016 FXERRFAEIME - ERFEFS I RNEBUHEEH - SIHREER
MRt EHRIRAEE » URMERRASMNIR SRR R EF RSB RPN E



Having brains and minds are the factories of the XXI century, as of now, we are already
in the “mind-screen” labor era. Whether it is you who are sitting in front of the screen
absent-mindedly or me using the cellphone to write or click on an App, we are all mental
labours under the cognitive capitalist system at all times. The individual's singularities
are the data and information that are jointly constructing the mechanical consciousness
that represents the greater self. Having the collective memory exteriorized in the search
engine, we live in the filter bubbles of the echo chamber created by the search engine and
social media. In fact, we are being delicately and meticulously controlled. The massive,
oversupplied information has become the necessary evil for the existence of an attention
economy, intercepting the real depiction of the world that we are situated. In fact, we
are data and information. The carnal body is the twin of information. Thus, we are all
overworked labours in the industrial production lines of this emerging and immense
network consciousness.

Warren Neidich, the American artist who participated in the 2022 Taipei Digital Art
Festival, will showcase again From the Society of the Spectacle to the Consciousness Industry,
the large neon sculpture, which was entrusted by the DAC, remodified in response to
the spatial conditions of Digital Art Center, Taipei. Although neon works are noticeably
outdated techno-items, they are still peculiar spectacles that mark the consumer society.
The flickering neon phrases all over the space are like the brain neurons digitized
and informatized by big data. Exhibiting at the same time is the artwork referred to
by the artist as “Anonymous Q" --Pizzagate: From Rumor to Delusion-- an experimental
documentary filmed in YouTube style. It is inspired by a real social incident triggered by
fake news during the American Presidential Election in 2016, exploring the absurdity of
the post-truth society and the cognitive power of the netizens that shakes up the network
by using misinformation and hate speeches as their weapons.
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Warren Neidich

EEBEMRAMG - Z@83F (Warren Neidich) REBMBFEMAM - AER - FBFBBXF
TAIFEYE ~ IGEBAEE - BIEETEIZE (cross-pollinating) BIESIEHLR/ER—RIS 24 -
BB FR=(EEY  TRME=ELRINEREZFHNER - REFAERESSEMN
Bz (Saas-Fee Summer Institute of Art) Bl AFRIRMERRER - 2RNSEHEMAKN (FER
HEER) (The Brooklyn Rail) #HE&EE » #HEERFEARM (Cognitive Capitaloscene)
BHREB4EREE (Deep Ecology) #1755 - HERMBEDNNRBENETRE - EfFE
EirfE ~ MMHINABMHYEE PSL 28> URHEMSREREE - EMEEL TEEE
150 RIFEM G H B HERIRRE - BT B 1 2020 FH 2021 FEBEFEHBRL
HE&g (Stiftung Kunstfonds NEUSTART KULTUR) #% ~ 2021 £EEMMEBXILES
(Hauptstadtkulturfonds) #% - Bk 2017 FAMBERE#REMRES (Katalogférderung
des Berliner Senats) °

Neidich currently works between New York City and Berlin. Over the past five years,
American artist Warren Neidich has used written texts, neon light sculptures, paintings
and photographs to create cross-pollinating conceptual works that reflect upon
situations at the border zones of art, science, and cognitive justice. He is founder and
director of the Saas-Fee Summer Institute of Art, which this summer will focus upon
“Cognitive Justice in Cognitive Capitalism, in collaboration with The Brooklyn Rail and
Residency Unlimited. Selected solo and group exhibitions include the Venice Biennale,
Whitney Museum of American Art, P.S.1 MOMA, museums and galleries all over the
world. His work has been the subject of over 150 magazine and newspaper articles.
Recent awards include Stiftung Kunstfonds NEUSTART KULTUR (2020 and 2021),
Hauptstadtkulturfonds (2021), and Katalogférderung des Berliner Senats (2017).
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From the Society of
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Neon Installation
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{EM L IF B MRS R RTEE Y - MR LK R ELEIFE - fh#% REDISTRIBUTION OF THE
SENSIBLE (/REIMYEZIERE) ~BRAIN WITHOUT ORGANS (ESRERIAFRL) ~VARIATION (%
£) ~COGNITIVE ACTIVISM (FREI1TEIEZ) K AYAHAUSCA (BEEE/K) EFFELURESEI
BER > THORENERALS  SEREFHNEYEHEMESS (TH) Bl

We are transitioning from a knowledge and information economy to that of the
neural economy. Just as the knowledge and information economies subsumed the
industrial economy that predated it, so too will the neural economy, referred to as
neural capitalism, subsume the knowledge and information economy. This new form
of capitalism is focused upon the networks of the material brain, using it as a source
of data. Through new immanent technologies, like Neuralink and Optogenetics, it will
act to normalize our perceptual-cognitive faculties through a process of called neural
subsumption. As such all our thoughts conscious and unconscious will provide data
for Big Data and what Shoshone Zuboff refers to the Big Other. As she states in “Big
Other: Surveillance Capitalism and the Prospects of an Information Civilization, “False
consciousness is no longer produced by the hidden facts of class and their relation to



production, but rather by the hidden facts of commoditized behavior modification.”
With this transformation will come a complex rearrangement of techniques of power of
which neural surveillance is one. This is where Neidich's beautiful yet critical, suspended
neon light sculpture takes off. His speculative sculpture uses flashing words, which
appear and disappear to create linked phrases all connected in a three-dimensional
lattice of relations which are at the heart of what he calls the consciousness industry.
One notices that the sculpture is historically traced in a vertical direction from bottom to
top with years directly following the Second World War at the bottom and our present-
day situation at the top. The spectacle as a tool of alienation, as was first described
by the artist Guy Debord in his book The Society of the Spectacle, was the source of
despotism in that period of time, especially in the ways that it organized visuality and
created perceptual-cognitive normativity. One might say that it constituted a high
form of modernist governmentalization which still depended upon the senses and the
distribution of sensibility. In our new chapter of civilization, the idealist suppositions it
depended up on had been substituted by a more direct interaction with the material
brain and its partner the pseudo brain elaborated in deep learning neural networks.
These deep learning neural networks provide an artificial connectome, or totality of all
the brain’s connections, which rivals the simulacrum or the pseudo-world, Debord wrote
about. As such the Society of the Spectacle has become less important in suppressing
agency and social media and googling have become more important. This is what
Byung-Chul Han has called Psychopower in which cognitariats happily give up their
freedom. Neidich’s understands that this psychopolitics will transition in the coming
years to a neural politics or neuropower as the result of direct action upon the brain
and mind by a omnipotent Consciousness Industry using the new apparatuses of brain
computer interfaces and Optogenetics just to name a couple. But this work is not
simply an explanation of these immanent conditions but a reaction against them. He
disperses words such as REDISTRIBUTION OF THE SENSIBLE, BRAIN WITHOUT ORGANS,
VARIATION, COGNITIVE ACTIVISM, AYAHAUSCA in flashing green neon inside the interior
of the networks as saboteurs to the subsuming rationality of the Conscious Industry.
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Pizzagate: From Rumor to Delusion is an experimental documentary that uses what
Neidich refers to as the QAnon documentary style found on Youtube in order to discuss
our post-truth society. To do this he focuses on the Pizzagate fake news scandal which
took place during the 2016 American presidential campaign. . The Pizzagate rumor was
a conspiracy theory that went viral and falsely accused Hillary Clinton and her 2016's
campaign associates of of running a child sex ring based in the basement of the Comet
Ping Pong pizza parlor in Washington D.C. As a consequence some have suggested
that she lost the presidential election. The owner, James Alefantis and the staff of the
pizzeria have been harassed and even been victims of a gun shooting. Warren Neidich’s
work associates the Pizzagate incident to the Society of the Spectacle and cognitive
capitalism in which the mind and brain have become the new factories of the 21st
society. The mental laborer or cognitariat is subject to new dispositifs of power some of
which act directly on the material brain.
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The Polluted Epistemic Environment and Mental Mechanism
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